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Research on the relationship between professional identity and career
decision-making self-efficacy of preschool education normal students in applied

undergraduate colleges
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! Normal College, Changzhou Institute of Technology, Changzhou , China

Abstract:Professional identity is formed on the basis of engaging in professional learning and educational practi
ce over a certain period, encompassing individuals' understanding of the profession's nature, emotional attitudes
toward the profession, as well as their willingness and value pursuits in pursuing a specific occupation. Career
decision-making self-efficacy serves as a crucial assessment in the career decision-making process for pre-servic
e teachers. A strong sense of professional identity can enhance pre-service teachers' enthusiasm for professional
learning and their intention to pursue a teaching career in the future, holding significant implications for their

career development planning. This study examines the developmental levels of professional identity and career d
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ecision-making self-efficacy among undergraduate pre-service teachers majoring in preschool education at applica
tion-oriented institutions, and further analyzes the relationship between these two constructs. Accordingly, questi
onnaires were distributed to first- through fourth-year undergraduate students majoring in preschool education at
application-oriented institutions. A model was constructed based on the survey results, revealing that profession
al identity exerts a predictive effect on career decision-making self-efficacy among these pre-service preschool t
eachers. The findings indicate that the developmental levels of professional identity and career decision-making
self-efficacy in this population are favorable, with a significant correlation between the two. Based on these res
ults, this study proposes targeted educational recommendations from the perspectives of society, schools, and in
dividuals to enhance the levels of professional identity and career decision-making self-efficacy among undergra

duate pre-service teachers in preschool education at application-oriented institutions.

Keywords:Professional identity;self-efficacy of professional decision-making;professional identity of normal students
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