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From "Children's Drawings" to "Self-Expression': Shifts and Ruptures in

Contemporary Art Education Philosophy

JinMei Qin’
(Hubei Normal University, HhuangShi, 435000)

Abstract:As a key value orientation in foundational art education, “freedom of expression” has
gradually established its central position since the 20th century, driven by developments in
psychology, humanistic education, and visual culture theory. However, in contemporary educational
practice, this concept often becomes entangled in the tension between curriculum advocacy and
pedagogical constraint, showing signs of conceptual alienation and practical stagnation. Taking
“children’s drawings” and “self-expression” as core entry points, this paper systematically reviews
the historical evolution of art education philosophy and critically analyzes the misalignment of
expressive freedom within institutionalized teaching structures. It identifies deep-rooted challenges
such as insufficient teacher capacity, compressed classroom structures, and a singular evaluation
system. In response, the paper proposes a reconstruction of the support system for expressive rights
through five key dimensions: teacher education, curriculum objectives, instructional content,
assessment mechanisms, and media literacy. The study argues that realizing the ideal of expressive
freedom in teaching is not only crucial to the development of children’s visual language, but also
foundational to the formation of aesthetic personality and the construction of cultural rights.

Keywords:Children’s drawings; expressive freedom; art education; curriculum reform; visual
culture



