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The Implied Author in 7The Awakening
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Abstract: Kate Chopin’s The Awakening traces the journey of Edna Pontellier, a conventional wife and mother, as she
seeks self-discovery and liberation from the restrictive gender roles of late-nineteenth-century American society. While
often celebrated as a foundational feminist text, this paper proposes a more nuanced reading by employing Wayne C.
Booth’s concept of the “implied author.” Rather than simply endorsing Edna’s rebellion, the implied author—the artistic
consciousness constructed through the novel’s narrative choices—subtly critiques the limitations and inherent dangers of
her awakening. Through an analysis of Edna’s aimless pursuit of freedom, her solipsistic worldview, and her
objectification of others in her quest for subjectivity, this paper argues that the novel serves as a complex warning. It
illuminates the psychological chaos, ethical isolation, and potential self-destruction that can accompany a quest for
selthood that lacks a coherent social or moral framework. Thus, The Awakening transcends a straightforward manifesto
of female emancipation, emerging instead as a profound literary exploration of the intricate and often tragic dilemmas

inherent in the modern pursuit of individual identity and agency.
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