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Overview of Chinese Buddhist Statue Steles in the Collections of
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Shanghai LidaUniversity , Shanghai , China

Abstract:The Victoria and Albert Museum boasts a rich collection of sculptures, featuring three Buddhist-themed stone
sculptures on display, dating from the late Northern Wei, late Eastern Wei, and late Northern Qi periods. Through
interpretation of the content of the sculptures, interpretation of inscriptions, and analysis of styles, it was discovered that
the undated Buddhist stone tablets depict the Three Buddhas of the Three Ages, namely "Buddha of the Lamp,
Shakyamuni, and Maitreya", as well as the theme of "Shakyamuni and the Treasure Buddha Sitting Together". The
tablets date back to the late Northern Qi period. The sculpture tablet made in 520 AD originates from Jixian County,
Shanxi Province, and was constructed in the third year of the Shengui era of the Northern Wei Dynasty. Its themes
include the Upper and Lower Maitreya, Shakyamuni Teaching, Vimalakirti and Manjusri Sitting Together, and the
Contemplative Prince. The overall style of the sculpture inherits the style of the Yungang Grottoes in the Northern Wei
Dynasty, mixed with the style of the Southern Dynasties. The back-screen style sculpture of one Buddha and two
Bodhisattvas in the second year of Wuding in the Eastern Wei Dynasty (544 AD) was not created to commemorate Li
Hongyan, the style of which exhibits a clear style transition from the late Northern Wei to the Northern Qi period, and
this transition precedes the transition of grotto sculptures , and the identities of the two Bodhisattvas cannot be

determined.
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