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Regional Narrative and Film Industry: The Historical Evolution of
Xiamen's Film and Cultural Industry
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Abstract: The development history of Xiamen's film and cultural industry is closely linked to that of
China's entire film and cultural industry. Xiamen is among the earliest regions in China to develop
cinemas with the longest sustainability, and Zhonghua Theatre, Siming Theatre and Kaiming Theatre
were the largest cinemas in early Xiamen. A large number of films have been screened in Xiamen.
Since the Republic of China period, and after the reform and opening up, film screening in Xiamen
has entered a new stage of development, with the city's box office revenue gradually increasing.
Historically, excellent films shot with Xiamen as the theme include Little Eighth Route Heroes,
Spring and Autumn in a Small Town and Sea Prison, which have made great contributions to the
development of Xiamen's film and cultural industry. As a minor-language film, Hokkien films once
became very popular and were the most popular minor-language Chinese films besides Cantonese
films. However, Hokkien films only prevailed for a short time and soon faded away.
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