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An Analysis of Translation Errors and Strategies for Four-Character Phases in
Fire and Rescue Contexts: A Corpus-Based Study

Liu Linglingl, Wang Li'*
China Fire and Rescue Institute, Beijing, China

Abstract: Chinese four-character phrases are widely used in the field of fire and rescue due to their concise structure and
harmonious rhythm. This study systematically analyzes typical translation errors in four-character phrases by examining
English abstracts of graduation theses from the 2024 cohort of China Fire and Rescue Institute. Seven core types of errors
are identified: terminology inconsistency, mistranslation of terms, semantic deviation, excessive literal translation,
cultural mistranslation, over-translation, and under-translation. The findings indicate that these issues stem from
translators’ cognitive gaps regarding the specialized nature of fire and rescue terminologies, cultural connotations, and
relevant policies and historical contexts. Based on these findings, this paper proposes a three-pronged translation strategy
framework integrating “professional knowledge, cultural awareness, and policy understanding” to facilitate the

international dissemination and acceptance of Chinese fire and rescue culture.
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¥ 1: Through a systematic analysis of the
various stages of the rescue operation for the 6.24
“ high-altitude collapse ”
County, ...
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set of critical early warning indicators has been
proposed.
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¥ : As a common mining disaster, “mine
water seepage” accidents pose a serious threat to the
lives and property safety of miners.
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¥ X+ Xuchang City has a large area of
townships and is prone to sudden disasters and
accidents, “with obvious characteristics”.
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¥ 3 The professional quality of grassroots
firefighters in China is uneven, there are problems
such as “poor technology” and not solid theoretical
knowledge.
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¥ “Fire brigade station” should strengthen
communication, familiar with the internal structure
of residential facilities
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¥ the establishment of new energy vehicle
“collaborative disposal” platform
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% X : Firefighters are always ready “to go
through boiling water and tread on fire” to protect
people’s lives and property.
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¥ X : Vehicle falling accidents “ occur
frequently” in mountainous areas.
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& 3 : The environment of various disaster
rescue sites has become increasingly complex and
harsh, and the types of disaster rescue are endless.
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