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Short Video Creation in Digital Media Art from the Perspective of the Emotional
Economy: Analysis of Empathetic Narrative and Emotional Manipulation
Mechanisms

Tian Lin

Chengdu Vocational University of Arts

Abstract: As short video platforms rapidly permeate daily life, digital media art creation is becoming deeply embedded
in the operational logic of the "emotional economy." Fueled by traffic competition and algorithmic distribution, emotion
is no longer merely an aesthetic dimension of the work but has evolved into a core resource for capturing attention,
prolonging viewing duration, and converting interaction data. From the analytical perspective of the emotional economy,
this paper focuses on the mechanisms of "empathetic narrative" and "emotional manipulation" in digital media art short
video creation. On one hand, creators construct high-density empathetic scenarios through techniques such as character
perspective setting, control of narrative pace, and the synergy of sound and visual styles, thereby guiding audiences into
predetermined emotional trajectories. On the other hand, platform algorithms' preference for "high-emotional-intensity"
content inversely shapes creative strategies, prompting works to lean towards emotional labeling, polarization, and
homogenization in their thematic choices, visual symbols, and narrative structures.
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