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From Circle-Specific Language to Everyday Expression: A Study on
the Semantic Generalization of “Pofang”, “Baoji”, “Nanie”, and
“Fanche”

Ziqing Li
South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China

[Abstract] Pofang and baoji come from gaming contexts, fanche from traffic scenes, and nanie is an established
Chinese word that has acquired new uses in online contexts; all four have subsequently entered everyday expression.
Drawing on these four words, this paper examines the semantic generalization of circle-specific language. It
decomposes the original meanings by semantic feature analysis and, with reference to transitivity and event type,
explains the differences among the four generalization paths in terms of the participant configuration of the original
event and its event type. The examples are drawn from authoritative dictionaries, the annual internet-language lists
released by the National Language Resource Monitoring and Research Center and by the editorial board of Yaowen-
Jiaozi, and attested uses in news reports; the analysis is qualitative and makes no frequency claims. The study finds
that all four words retain the core features of their original meanings and map them onto new scenes, and that they
differ mainly in the nature of the new uses rather than in the semantic change itself. Pofang and baoji, whose original
meanings denote high-transitivity achievement events, expand both their syntactic functions and their degree-
evaluative uses; nanie, whose original meaning denotes an activity event of medium transitivity without an inherent
endpoint, is generalized mainly through a shift towards positive evaluation; fanche, whose original meaning denotes
a single-participant, non-volitional achievement event, is generalized mainly by widening its range of reference. The
paper argues that the original event structure makes generalization paths possible and constrains them rather than
determining them, and that the internal formation of the compound and the degree of subjectification also play a part.
[Keywords] circle-specific language; internet language; semantic generalization; transitivity; event type
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